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Regional Administrator’s statement 
Regarding the passing of former Senator Ted Stevens 

 
This is an especially sad day for the Alaska Region of NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service, 
where we have worked in cooperation with former Senator Ted Stevens to make Alaska's fisheries 
among the best managed in the world.  
 
Senator Stevens was distinguished as a champion of sustainable ocean policy and influenced nearly 
every marine environmental and resource management law in the U.S. Senate over the past four 
decades. Alaska waters were often the test bed of revolutionary new ways of science-based fishery 
management and resource allocations that promoted safety and incentives for sustainability.  
 
Senator Stevens was a tireless advocate for U.S. fisheries and marine science. He was instrumental in 
promoting the new Alaska Fisheries Science Center in Juneau which replaced the aging Auke Bay Lab. 
This laboratory honors his legacy with the name, the Ted Stevens Marine Research Institute.  
 
Our deepest, most heartfelt thoughts are with his family during this time of loss. 
 
 
 
Jim Balsiger 
Regional Administrator 
NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service 
Alaska Region 


