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STEBBINS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
[RA COUNCIL
2.0. Box 71002
Stzbbins. Alaska 99671
PH. (907 934-3561 / FAX 935-356U

January 30,2009

Mr. Eric Otson, Chair

Nortk Pacific Fisheries Maaagemen: Council (NPFMC)
605 W. 4™ Ave. Suite 306

Anchorage, Ak. 99501- 2252

Mr. Doug Mecum, Regional Administrator
NOAA Fishenes,Alaska Ragion

F.0. Box 21668

Juncau. Ak. 99802- 1668

Re: Chinook By-~Catch
Dear Mr. Oison and Mr. Mecum,
1 was not zble 1o come in person and [ hope that vou will excuse me znd accep! this iestiimony.

It is good 10 know that vou both huve Alaska Addressess. First | | am going t¢ provide some information of

Stebbins Commumity. We have & Staie incorporated . Ciry of Stebbins™ i96% and Siebbins |RA (Indian

Reorgenization Act of 1934) Stebbins TRA esteblished with this Act in 1539 and have served Stebbins since

then. Stebbins IRA is a political socizl and econormic 2ntity 1o serve it's 814 members. Stebbins is cash

poor and a natursl resource rnch area Stebbins membership (relsted 1o Siebbins IRA) and Residents,same

people, are related to Chty of Stebbins,natives and non-natives. Prior 10 the pessage of the IRA Consitution
. and bylaws and long before the inception of the City, the village was govermned by an active Traditional

Tribal Council

Stebbins is a Yupik Eskimo village iocated northwest coast of St Michael isfand (notable due to Nome

Gold Rush and the U.S. Army Post which were put there to enforce iaw @ Nome. The isolared communiry

is 12€ miles southeast of Nome, nearest regional hut and 870 miles northwest of Anchorage ( the largest

commetcial center for goods end services). Swebbins is accessible and serviced by Air Transportation year

round.

Stebbins i derived from Stevens. Elders could not couid not sound out the *V*" and pronounced Sicbbins.

Stebbins was first recorded in 1898 by the U.S. Coast and Geodetic survey.

fn 1950, Stebbins was described as a village of Yupik Eskimos who make their livelibood by

hunting, fishing,and herding reindeer. The economy of Stebbins remains nrimarily herring fishing (now

inactive,due to market conditions. Food fish of the Chinook and other salmon species

All cash positions are in local governmem{IRA and City,village corporation cstablished by Alaska Native

claims Settlement Act of 1971.Schoo!, and two local grocery stores. Seasonat jobs are firefighring,local

projects, if any.

Stzsbbins recetves Stare Services of Food Stamps, 64 or 13% get food stamps and UDSA Food Bank

Service,administered by Stebbins [RA. 34 with State and 20 with USDA Program, in. 2008.

83 Jr 10% also received heating assistance in 2008. Dara js derived from the 2 fee agents, {RA Tribal

Coordinator and the local fuel company.

Since inception of commercial salmon in the Norton Sound district,Siebbins is excluded from commercial

tishing of s2lmon the justiTication is that we intcrcept would intercept saimon.
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The by catch of Chinook salmon has a negative mnpact to the coastal areas of Bristo! Bay, Yukon -
Kuskokwim coastal and rivers, Norton Sound and the Counay of Canada,that depend on the resource for
subsistence and commercial. T am a commercial salmon permis holder.issued by the State and voluntarily
and due to cost prohibitiveness,iate openings.shoreer fishing time have not fished in 2007 and 2008 and wili
not participate in 2009 in the pursuit of Chinook salmon fishing but will concentrate on subsistence fishing.
The 130 to 150,000 ( my understanding) by catch of Chinook Satmon in 2007 is very alarming and the by
catch of Chinook and chum are documented from 2003 to 2007,2008, its nc wonder that Chincok saimon
‘mankers are coming down, to those coastal areas .

Consistent with Association of village Council Presidents,that encompasses the 56 Yukon / Kuskowim
Deita, villages. Nattve Village of Stebbing( Stebbins and 3t. Michael are wrthin the Yukon Deita National
Wildlife Refuge, USFWS) favors a 30,000 cap of Chinook by catch Although the Poliock fishery is
justified in commercially feeding the masses, the harvesters in the Bering Sca have and are contributing
drasticelly to the decline of the Chinoek and chum salmon. Chinook / King Salmon feed on the Poliock and
the by catch cannot be avoided and will continue.despite efforts ta lower the by catch.

Thaok vou for giving me the opportuaity 1o testify.

Bruﬂ-i;»*\_
Fred Pete Sr.
President






