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Eastern Interior Alaska Subsistence
Regional Advisory Council

¢/o Office of Subsistence Management
101 12th Avenue, Room 110
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Phone: 1-(907)-456-0277 or 1-800-267-3997
Fax: 1-(907)-456-0208
E-mail: Vince_Mathews@fws.gov

January 30, 2009

Robert D. Mecum, Acting Administrator

Alaska Region, National Marine Fisheries Service
National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration
Post Office Box 21668

Juneau, Alaska 99802

Re: Comments and Recommendations on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the
Bering Sea Chinook Salmon Bycatch Management

Dear Mr. Mecum:

The Eastern Interior Alaska Subsistence Regional Advisory Council has a keen interest in the
sustainability of the returning salmon to Western Alaska, especially the Yukon and Tanana
rivers. The Regional Council represents thirteen villages along the Yukon or Tanana rivers and
an additional seventeen villages within the Eastern Interior Region. All of these villages are
heavily dependent on subsistence caught salmon for personal and community consumption and
for their livelihoods. Every community within our Region, through sharing or trading, utilizes
returning salmon as a significant part of their subsistence diet. The dramatic rise in salmon
bycatch, especially the Chinook salmon with the Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands pollock fishery
cannot continue to threaten the future sustainability of the Yukon River salmon stocks, as well as
the continuation of a subsistence way of life in Interior and Western Alaska.

The Regional Council appreciated the presentation from Dr. Diana Stram and the discussions
with North Pacific Fishery Management Council (NPFMC) members Gerry Merrigan and
Duncan Fields during its public meeting on October 14, 2008 in Nenana, Alaska. Based on the
presentation and discussions, past Regional Council discussions, and personal knowledge of the
Regional Council members the Regional Council unanimously adopted the following
recommendations for the DEIS:

1. A Chinook salmon hard cap of 29,323 should immediately be implemented to protect
Western Alaska Chinook salmon. This is the only proposed bycatch cap that uses the
average bycatch numbers in the years prior to the United States-Canada Yukon River
Salmon Agreement of 2001, therefore, the cap which comes closest to complying with
the international agrcement. The parties to the Agreement are required to increase the in-
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river run of Yukon River origin salmon by reducing marine catches and by-catches of

Yukon River salmon. They shall further identify. quantify and undertake efforts to

reduce these catches and by-catches.

The economic penalties on the BSAI fishing industry must be implemented and strictly

enforced to prevent high Chinook salmon bycatch. The penalties should apply to the

individual trawler vessel and not across the fleet or industry.

3. The North Pacific Fishery Management Council should recommend to the industry that it
bear the cost of improved sampling methods and cost of analyzing these samples for
genetic studies on the Chinook salmon stocks impacted by the industry’s bycatch. This
should also be tied to the economic incentives to improve the overall commercial fishery.

4. The North Pacific Fishery Management Council should modify the food bank program to
distribute the bycatch salmon to include the Western and Interior Alaska communities.
The Regional Council wants it clearly understood that this Western and Interior Alaska
distribution would by no means be considered a substitution or replacement of the active
in-river subsistence fisheries.

5. The Regional Council is very concerned about the length of time it takes to have a ¢
management action implemented when there are clear concerns regarding conservation
and sustainability of the Chinook salmon stocks. The Regional Council will be
submitting a letter to the Executive Director of the North Pacific Fishery Management
Council on this concern for timely management actions.
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The Regional Council is authorized by the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act and
chartered under the Federal Advisory Committee Act. Section 805 in ANILCA and the Regional
Council’s charter establish the Regional Council’s authority to initiate, review and evaluate
proposals for regulations, policies, management plans, and other matters related to subsistence
uses of fish and wildlife on public lands within the region and to provide a forum for the
expression of opinions and recommendations on any matter related to the subsistence uses of fish
and wildlife on public lands within the region.

Thank you for the opportunity to present the Regional Council’s recommendations on the DEIS.
We and the residents of the Eastern Interior Region look forward to a substantial reduction in
BSAI salmon bycatch. A substantial reduction would rebuild the Yukon and Tanana rivers
salmon stocks so that, first and foremost, biological escapement needs would be met, the
subsistence needs of Alaska and Canada would be met, and allow the Yukon and Tanana rivers’
commercial fisheries to return. Continuation of a subsistence way of life and the economic
underpinnings of our villages depend on viable and sustainable salmon stocks. If you have any
questions or need additional information please, contact me or our council coordinator, Vince
Mathews (contact information in letterhead). I can be reached directly at 1-907-883-2833.

Sincerely,

Sue Entsminger, Chair
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Eric Olson. Chair, North Pacific Fishery Management Council

Michael R. Feagle. Chair, Federal Subsistence Board

Peter J. Probasco. Assistant Regional Director, Office of Subsistence Management
Rod Campbell, Fisheries Liaison, OSM

Larry Buklis, Chief, Fisheries Division. OSM

Tim Jennings, Fisheries & Ecological Service, Fish and Wildlife Service

Ann Wilkinson, Chief, Council Coordination Division. OSM

Jill Klein, Executive Director, Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association

David Bedford, Deputy Commissioner of Fisheries, ADF&G

Jack Reakoff, Chair, Western Interior Alaska Subsistence Regional Advisory Council
Lester Wilde, Chair, Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta Subsistence Regional Advisory Council
Eastern Interior Alaska Subsistence Regional Advisory Council members





