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Tanana Chiefs Conference

Tanana Chiefs Conference
122 First Avenue Suite 600
Fairbanks, AK 99701

February 23, 29

Mr. Robert . Mecum

Acting Regional Administrator
National Marine Fisheries Service
P.O. Box 21668

Funeau, AK 99802

Re: Comments on the Bering Sea Chinook Salmon Bycatch Management Draft Environmental Impact
Statement/Regulatory Impact Review/Initial Regulatory Flexibility Analysis

Dear Mr. Mecum,

Tanana Chiefs Conference (TCC) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the DEIS in regards
to the Chinook salmon bycatch in the Bering Sea Pollock fishery. TCC is a native non-profit organization
that represents 42 villages in the interior of Alaska along the Yukon River and its tributaries. Yukon River
Chinook salmon and the cultural and traditional harvesting of these salmon are in danger. The
unacceptably high levels of Chinook salmon bycatch in the Bering Sea Pollock fishery in recent years are
extremely detrimental to the continued viability of the Yukon River Chinook salmon and the cultures that
depend upon them. The high bycatch in recent years has coincided with a drastic decline in refurning
spawning salmon to the Yukon River. This affected every single person in our region in some way. Thus,
we are asking for a hard cap of no more than the pre- Yukon River Salmon Agreement S-year average of
32,482 Chinook salmon, in order to provide for escapement and in-river fisheries and to meet
international treaty obligations agreed to by the United States and Canada in the Yukon River Salmon
Agreement.

Aside from our recommendations for the final preferred altemnative, the DEIS is severely lacking
in two important areas. First is in addressing the incentive based proposals from the Poliock imdustry.
These were never reviewed by the North Pacific Fisheries Management Council in the DEIS and could
not be because of the changing nature of these proposals. It is unacceptable to adopt a management plan
which includes the Pollock industry incentive plans that can change at any time in the future.
Furthermore, the Pollock industry acknowledges that the hard cap of 68,392 will likely still be hit.
Secondly, the estimation for Chinook salmon adult equivalent (AEQ) bycatch is confounded by the biases
in the genetic tissue collection, The collection of these samples is biased due to temporal and spatial
inconsistencies. The failure of a study design, besides one of opportunistically collecting samples, may
not accurately represent the stock composition of that which is actually harvested by the Pollock fishery.
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Additionally, the analysis provide in the EIS in regards to the impacts on subsistence users in
Western Alaska is severely deficient in outlining the extent of that impact. Miscalculations, omissions and
inaccuracies abound in the analysis on subsistence users and their harvest and in no way satisfy the intent
on National Standard #8 on the impact to fishing communities.

The obvious lack of comprehensive analysis as envisioned by the EIS, in a wide variety of areas
including genetics, allocation of the bycatch and the impact on subsistence users and fishing communities,
should warrant the rejection of this particular EIS in favor of a more comprehensive and adequate analysis
of the bycatch of salmon bound for Western Alaska.

Thank you for considering our comments. Similar comments were submitted by Yukon River
Drainage Fisheries Association (YRDFA), Trustees for Alaska, Oceana and Alaska Marine Conservation
Council. We agree with and incorporate their comments along with those above.

Sincerely, N 4

v

Michael Smith
Director, Wildlife and Parks
Tanana Chiefs Conference






