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4.4 Summary of the Comparative Baseline

Chapter 3 of this document contains a comprehensive assessment of the human (physical, biological and

socioeconomic) environment potentially affected by the Alaska groundfish fisheries. For each of the resource

categories used to analyze the impacts of the alternatives in this document, a comparative baseline has been

developed. The baseline incorporates the state of the resource at a given point in time (in general, 2002 for

physical and biological resources, and 2001 for socioeconomics), and is used to analyze the impacts of the

alternatives compared to this baseline condition.

The baseline does not represent a static ‘snapshot’ of the resource. Instead, it represents the trend of the

resource, incorporating the past history of influences on the resource. The cumulative past effects of

groundfish fishery activity, as well as effects external to the groundfish fishery such as other fishery impacts,

human-induced impacts or climatic events influencing the resource, all contribute to the state of the baseline

condition. 

In the table below, only those resource categories that were brought forward for alternatives impacts analysis

are included. Some resource categories were identified in Chapter 3 as having in the past been impacted by

the groundfish fisheries, but that interaction no longer occurs. More information on each resource category,

and the derivation of the baseline condition, can be accessed in the relevant section of Chapter 3.

The following is a list of tables containing information on resource categories and components:

Table

No. Resource Category Components

Chapter 3

Reference

4.4-1 Target Groundfish
Species

BSAI and GOA Walleye Pollock, BSAI and GOA Pacific Cod,
BSAI and GOA Sablefish, BSAI and GOA Atka Mackerel, BSAI
Yellowfin Sole, GOA Shallow Water Flatfish, BSAI Rock Sole,
BSAI and GOA Flathead Sole, BSAI and GOA Arrowtooth
Flounder, BSAI Greenland Turbot, GOA Deep Water Flatfish,
BSAI Alaska Plaice, BSAI Other Flatfish, GOA Rex Sole, BSAI
and GOA Pacific Ocean Perch, GOA Thornyhead Rockfish,
BSAI and GOA Northern Rockfish, BSAI and GOA
Shortraker/Rougheye Rockfish, BSAI Other Rockfish, GOA
Slope Rockfish, GOA Pelagic Shelf Rockfish, GOA Demersal
Shelf Rockfish

3.5.1

4.4-2 Prohibited Species Pacific Halibut, Pacific Salmon and Steelhead Trout, Pacific
Herring, Crab

3.5.2

4.4-3 Other Species,
Forage Fish Species,
Non-Specified
Species

Other Species Category
Forage Fish Category
Grenadier

3.5.3, 3.5.4, 
3.5.5

4.4-4 Habitat BSAI, GOA 3.6
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4.4-5 Seabirds Black-footed Albatross, Laysan Albatross, Short-tailed
Albatross, Northern Fulmar, Shearwaters, Storm-petrels,
Cormorants, Spectacled Eider, Steller’s Eider, Jaegers, Gulls,
Kittiwakes, Terns, Murres, Guillemots, Murrelets, Auklets,
Puffins

3.7

4.4-6 Marine Mammals Steller Sea Lion, Northern Fur Seals, Pacific Walrus, Harbor
Seals, Spotted Seal, Bearded Seal, Ringed Seal, Ribbon Seal,
Northern Elephant, Sea Otter, Blue Whale, Fin Whale, Sei
Whale, Minke Whale, Humpback Whale, Gray Whale,
Northern Right Whale, Bowhead Whale, Sperm Whale,
Beaked Whales (Baird’s, Cuvier’s and Stejneger’s), Pacific
White-Sided Dolphin, Killer Whale, Beluga Whale, Harbor
Porpoise, Dall’s Porpoise

3.8

4.4-7 Socioeconomics Harvesting and Processing Sector (CVs, CPs, Inshore
Processors and Motherships)
Regional Socioeconomic Profiles (Population, Processing
Ownership and Activity, CV Ownership and Activity, Tax
Revenue, Employment and Income)
CDQ Allocations
Subsistence (Subsistence Use of Groundfish, Subsistence Use
of Steller sea lions, Salmon Subsistence Fisheries, Indirect
Subsistence Factors: Income and Joint Production)
Environmental Justice
Market Channels and Benefits to U.S. Consumers (Product
Quantity, Product Year-Round Availability, Product Quality,
Product Diversity)
Non-Market Goods (Benefits Derived from Marine Ecosystems
and Associated Species)

3.9.2

3.9.3

3.9.4
3.9.5

3.9.6
3.9.7

3.9.8

4.4-8 Ecosystem Forage Fish Availability, Spatial/Temporal Concentration of
Fisheries, Introduction of Non-Native Species, Removal of Top
Predators, Energy Redirection, Energy Removal, Species
Diversity, Guild Diversity, Genetic Diversity

3.10
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