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Closures

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i), if
the Regional Administrator determines
that the amount of a target species or
‘‘other species’’ category apportioned to
a fishery or, with respect to pollock and
Pacific cod, to an inshore or offshore
component allocation, will be reached,

the Regional Administrator may
establish a directed fishing allowance
for that species or species group. If the
Regional Administrator establishes a
directed fishing allowance, and that
allowance is or will be reached before
the end of the fishing year, NMFS will
prohibit directed fishing for that species
or species group in the specified GOA

Regulatory Area or district
(§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii)).

The Regional Administrator has
determined that the following TAC
amounts (Table 28) are necessary as
incidental catch to support other
anticipated groundfish fisheries for the
2002 fishing year.

TABLE 28.—INCIDENTAL CATCH NEEDED TO SUPPORT OTHER DIRECTED FISHERIES IN THE GOA IN 2002 (AMOUNTS ARE
IN MT)

Target Regulatory area Gear/component Amount

Atka Mackerel ........................................... Entire GOA ............................................... All .............................................................. 600
Thornyhead Rockfish ................................ Entire GOA ............................................... All .............................................................. 1,990
Shortraker and Rougheye Rockfish .......... Entire GOA ............................................... All .............................................................. 1,620
Other Rockfish .......................................... Entire GOA ............................................... All .............................................................. 990
Sablefish ................................................... Entire GOA ............................................... Trawl ......................................................... 1,792
Pollock ....................................................... Entire GOA ............................................... All/offshore ................................................ 0

Consequently, in accordance with
§ 679.20(d)(1)(i), the Regional
Administrator establishes the directed
fishing allowances for the above species
or species groups as zero and in
accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(iii),
NMFS is prohibiting directed fishing for
those species, areas, gear types,
components, and seasons listed in Table
28.

Regulations at § 679.63(b)(1)(iv)
provide for management of AFA catcher

PSC bycatch limits using directed
fishing closures and PSC closures
according to procedures set out at
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iv) and § 679.21(d)(8).
The Regional Administrator has
determined that in addition to the
closures listed above, many of the non-
exempt AFA catcher vessel sideboard
amounts listed in Table 26 are necessary
as incidental catch to support other
anticipated groundfish fisheries for the
2001 fishing year. In accordance with

Administrator establishes these amounts
as directed fishing allowances. The
Regional Administrator finds that many
of these directed fishing allowances will
be reached before the end of the year.
Therefore, in accordance with
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing by non-exempt AFA
catcher vessels in the GOA for the
species and specified areas set out in
Table 29.

Response to Comments

NMFS received two letters of
comment in response to the July 17,
2001, emergency interim rule (66 FR
37167) that extended and modified
Steller sea lion protection measures and
harvest specifications through 2001. The
letters indicated concern about the
perceived inadequacy of the measures
in the emergency interim rule to protect
Steller sea lions, inadequacy of the
accompanying NEPA analysis, and
strength of data used for making
decisions. The comments are responded
to in this action because NMFS has
completed the analysis of the current
status of Steller sea lions and the

interactions with the groundfish
fisheries, making responses based on the
best scientific information available.
The changes made to Steller sea lion
protection measures by the July 17,
2001, emergency interim rule were
short-term changes that were likely to be
modified for 2002 and the comments
received were considered in the
development of 2002 protection
measures. Copies of the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the extension of the
2001 Steller sea lion protection
measures and harvest specifications are
available from NMFS (see ADDRESSES).

Comment 1. One of the main reasons
for reducing 2001 protection measures
is to allow access to certain areas

important to commercial fisheries.
According to the economic analysis for
the 2001 protection measures, the
selection of Alternative 3 from the
Economic Assessment for the extension
of the 2001 emergency rule ensures
minimal economic impact. Minimizing
economic hardship is not a legitimate
reason for choosing protection
measures.

Response. Economic considerations
can be used as a basis for selecting
Steller sea lion protection measures
only from alternatives that avoid
jeopardizing the continued existence of
an endangered or threatened species
and that avoid destroying or adversely
modifying designated critical habitat.
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vessel groundfish harvest limits and § 679.20(d)(1)(iv), the Regional 

TABLE 29.—NON-EXEMPT AFA CATCHER VESSEL SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES IN THE GOA 

Species Regulatory Area/District Gear 

Pelagic shelf rockfish ......................................................................................... Entire GOA ......................................................................... All. 
Deep-water flatfish ............................................................................................. W and E GOA .................................................................... All. 
Rex sole ............................................................................................................. W and E GOA .................................................................... All. 
Flathead sole ..................................................................................................... W and E GOA .................................................................... All. 
Arrowtooth Flounder .......................................................................................... W and E GOA .................................................................... All. 
Northern rockfish ............................................................................................... W GOA ............................................................................... All. 
Shallow-water Flatfish ........................................................................................ E GOA ................................................................................ All. 
Pacific cod ......................................................................................................... E GOA ................................................................................ All. 
Demersal shelf rockfish ..................................................................................... SEO District ........................................................................ All. 


