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TABLE 16.—AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT LISTED CATCHER/PROCESSOR SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1— 
Continued 

[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Species Area Gear types 
Incidental 

catch 
amount 

Northern rockfish ........................................................................... BSAI .......................................... all .............................................. 32 
Shortraker rockfish ........................................................................ BSAI .......................................... all .............................................. 9 
Rougheye rockfish ........................................................................ BSAI .......................................... all .............................................. 3 
Other rockfish ................................................................................ BS ............................................. all .............................................. 12 

AI .............................................. all .............................................. 15 
Squid ............................................................................................. BSAI .......................................... all .............................................. 24 
‘‘Other species’’ ............................................................................. BSAI .......................................... all .............................................. 186 

TABLE 17.—AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1 
[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Species Area Gear types 
Incidental 

catch 
amount 

Pacific cod ..................................................................................... BSAI .......................................... hook-and-line ............................ 0 
BSAI .......................................... pot ............................................. 9 
BSAI .......................................... jig .............................................. 0 

Sablefish ........................................................................................ BS ............................................. trawl .......................................... 112 
AI .............................................. trawl .......................................... 43 

Atka mackerel ............................................................................... Eastern AI/BS ........................... jig .............................................. 0 
Eastern AI/BS ........................... other .......................................... 16 
Central AI .................................. all .............................................. 3 
Western AI ................................ all .............................................. 3 

Greenland Turbot .......................................................................... BS ............................................. all .............................................. 148 
AI .............................................. all .............................................. 14 

Arrowtooth flounder ....................................................................... BSAI .......................................... all .............................................. 704 
Pacific ocean perch ....................................................................... BS ............................................. all .............................................. 120 

Western AI ................................ all .............................................. 22 
Central AI .................................. all .............................................. 7 
Eastern AI ................................. all .............................................. 0 

Northern rockfish ........................................................................... BSAI .......................................... all .............................................. 39 
Shortraker rockfish ........................................................................ BSAI .......................................... all .............................................. 2 
Rougheye rockfish ........................................................................ BSAI .......................................... all .............................................. 1 
Other rockfish ................................................................................ BS ............................................. all .............................................. 2 

AI .............................................. all .............................................. 6 
Squid ............................................................................................. BSAI .......................................... all .............................................. 415 
‘‘Other species’’ ............................................................................. BSAI .......................................... all .............................................. 1,251 

Response to Comments 
NMFS received one letter of comment 

in response to the EA and the SAFE 
reports for the 2004 harvest 
specifications. The letter contained 17 
separate comments that are summarized 
and responded to below. 

Comment 1. NMFS has only a revised 
draft Programmatic level Environmental 
Impact Statement (PSEIS) and will be 
implementing the 2004 harvest 
specifications without proper National 
Environmental Policy Act compliance. 
This is troubling considering the 
impacts of spatial, temporal, and 
bycatch trends of fisheries, especially in 
sensitive habitat areas subject to damage 
and in Northern fur seal and Steller sea 
lion habitat. 

Response. NMFS prepared a 
Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (SEIS) for Steller sea lions 
and is in the process of preparing a 

PSEIS for Alaska Groundfish Fisheries 
and a SEIS for Essential Fish Habitat 
Identification and Conservation in 
Alaska, with records of decisions no 
later than September 1, 2004 and 
August 13, 2005, respectively. The EA 
for the 2004 TAC specifications has an 
extensive appendix on ecosystem 
considerations for 2004 which are 
increasingly drawn upon by individual 
stock assessment authors in the 
preparation of the EA that supports the 
annual harvest specifications. This takes 
into account the best and most recent 
scientific information available upon 
which to base decisions. 

Trawl closures have been 
implemented to protect benthic habitat 
or reduce PSC. Some of the trawl 
closures are in effect year-round while 
others are seasonal. In general, year- 
round trawl closures have been 
implemented to protect vulnerable 

benthic habitat. Seasonal closures are 
used to reduce PSC by closing areas 
where and when PSC rates had 
historically been high. Additional 
measures to protect the declining 
western stocks of the Steller sea lion 
began in 1991 with restrictions based on 
rookery and haulout location. In 2003 
the current spatial and temporal 
protection measures were implemented 
(68 FR 204, January 2, 2003). The 
Council is also in the process of 
developing habitat areas of particular 
concern (HAPC) which are areas of 
special importance that may require 
additional protection from adverse 
effects. The Council accepted proposals 
for initial HAPC designations through 
January 10, 2004. Although designed to 
protect Steller sea lions and benthic 
habitat these protection measures will 
also protect fur seals from fishing 
effects. 
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