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TABLE 16—FINAL 2011 AND 2012 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING 
CLOSURES 1 

[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Species Area Gear types 
2011 

sideboard 
limit 

2012 
sideboard 

limit 

Pacific cod .......................................................... BSAI ......................................... hook-and-line ............................ 0 0 
BSAI ......................................... pot ............................................ 10 10 
BSAI ......................................... CV < 60 feet LOA .................... 2 2 
BSAI ......................................... jig .............................................. 0 0 

Sablefish ............................................................. BS ............................................. trawl .......................................... 110 100 
AI .............................................. trawl .......................................... 26 24 

Atka mackerel .................................................... Eastern AI/BS ........................... all .............................................. 116 106 
Central AI ................................. all .............................................. 2 0 
Western AI ............................... all .............................................. 0 0 

Greenland turbot ................................................ BS ............................................. all .............................................. 192 192 
AI .............................................. all .............................................. 27 25 

Arrowtooth flounder ............................................ BSAI ......................................... all .............................................. 1,519 1,519 
Kamchatka flounder ........................................... BSAI ......................................... all .............................................. 1,038 1,038 
Alaska plaice ...................................................... BSAI ......................................... all .............................................. 600 600 
Other flatfish ....................................................... BSAI ......................................... all .............................................. 112 112 
Flathead sole ...................................................... BSAI ......................................... all .............................................. 1,874 1,874 
Rock sole ........................................................... BSAI ......................................... all .............................................. 2,588 2,588 
Pacific ocean perch ............................................ BS ............................................. all .............................................. 485 485 

Eastern AI ................................ all .............................................. 39 39 
Central AI ................................. all .............................................. 11 11 
Western AI ............................... all .............................................. 0 0 

Northern rockfish ................................................ BSAI ......................................... all .............................................. 34 34 
Shortraker rockfish ............................................. BSAI ......................................... all .............................................. 1 1 
Rougheye rockfish ............................................. BS/EAI ...................................... all .............................................. 1 1 

CAI/WAI .................................... all .............................................. 1 1 
Other rockfish ..................................................... BS ............................................. all .............................................. 2 2 

AI .............................................. all .............................................. 4 4 
Squids ................................................................ BSAI ......................................... all .............................................. 138 138 
Skates ................................................................ BSAI ......................................... all .............................................. 759 759 
Sharks ................................................................ BSAI ......................................... all .............................................. 2 2 
Octopuses .......................................................... BSAI ......................................... all .............................................. 7 7 
Sculpins .............................................................. BSAI ......................................... all .............................................. 239 239 

1 Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679. 

Response to Comments 

NMFS received 9 letters of comment, 
from 6 CDQ groups and three non-CDQ 
industry participants, which included 4 
distinct comments, in response to the 
proposed 2011 and 2012 harvest 
specifications. These comments are 
summarized and responded to below. 

Comment 1: The comment asserts that 
the pollock ABCs and TACs are too 
high, based on anecdotal observations. 

Response: The harvest specifications 
process is intended to foster 
conservation and management of marine 
resources. This process incorporates the 
best available scientific information 
from the most recent stock assessment 
and fisheries evaluation reports 
prepared by multi-disciplinary teams of 
scientists. Such reports contain the most 
recent scientific information on the 
condition of various groundfish stocks, 
as well as the condition of other 
ecosystem components and economic 
data about Alaska groundfish fisheries. 
This body of information allows the 
Council to make scientifically-based 
recommendations for annual catch 

limits that do not exceed, on a species 
by species basis, the OFLs and ABCs 
established for each BSAI target species 
managed under the FMP. NMFS 
believes that the 2011 and 2012 are the 
correct pollock ABCs and TACs, based 
upon this process. 

Comment 2: NMFS should account for 
the bycatch of groundfish in fisheries 
such as the State managed salmon 
fisheries. 

Response: NMFS is actively engaged 
in a process to improve the catch 
accounting system to more accurately 
account for the bycatch of groundfish in 
other fisheries, including State managed 
fisheries. NMFS agrees with this 
comment. However, this is beyond the 
scope of this action. 

Comment 3: The 10,000 mt ICA for 
rock sole is largely based upon high 
levels of yellowfin sole harvest by the 
BSAI trawl limited access sector. For 
2011 and 2012, the BSAI trawl limited 
access harvest is likely to be smaller, 
and a 5,000 mt for rock sole is more 
appropriate. 

Response: NMFS agrees with this 
comment, and NMFS adjusted the ICA 
of rock sole to 5,000 metric tons. 

Comment 4: Six CDQ groups 
commented that the new Kamchatka 
flounder fishery is too small to be a 
meaningful CDQ fishery and could 
inhibit the prosecution of other CDQ 
fisheries. Thus, Kamchatka flounder 
should not be a CDQ fishery at this time. 

Response: In the proposed 2011 and 
2012 harvest specifications NMFS 
requested comments about whether 
Kamchatka flounder was a directed 
fishery of the BSAI under section 
305(i)(1)(B)(ii)(II) of the MSA. If it were, 
NMFS would allocate 10.7 percent of 
the Kamchatka flounder TAC to the 
CDQ Program. NMFS specifically 
requested comments from the CDQ 
groups about the economic value of 
Kamchatka flounder and whether the 
CDQ groups intend to conduct directed 
fishing for Kamchatka flounder in the 
future. Based on the comments received, 
NMFS has determined that Kamchatka 
flounder is not a directed fishery of the 
BSAI under section 305(i)(1)(B)(ii)(II). 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 18:07 Feb 28, 2011 Jkt 223001 PO 00000 Frm 00084 Fmt 4700 Sfmt 4700 E:\FR\FM\01MRR1.SGM 01MRR1m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
D

S
K

H
9S

0Y
B

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
U

LE
S




