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Rockfish Program Groundfish 
Sideboard Limitations and Halibut 
Mortality Limitations 

Section 679.82(d) establishes 
sideboards to limit the ability of 
participants eligible for the Rockfish 
Program to harvest fish in fisheries other 
than the Central GOA rockfish fisheries. 
The Rockfish Program provides certain 
economic advantages, which could be 
used to increase their participation in 
other fisheries and possibly adversely 
affect the existing participants in those 
fisheries. Traditionally, the Central GOA 
rockfish fisheries opened in July. The 
sideboards are designed to restrict 
fishing during the historical season for 
the fishery, but allow eligible rockfish 
harvesters to participate in fisheries 

before or after the historical rockfish 
season. 

The final sideboards for 2011 limit the 
total amount of catch that could be 
taken by eligible harvesters and limit 
the amount of halibut mortality to 
historic levels. The sideboard measures 
are in effect only during the month of 
July. Table 19 lists the final 2011 
Rockfish Program harvest limits in the 
WYK District and the Western GOA. 
These limits reflect the final 2011 
pelagic shelf rockfish, Pacific ocean 
perch, and northern rockfish TACs 
established by this action, including 
some changes from the proposed 2011 
harvest specifications. Table 20 lists the 
final 2011 Rockfish Program halibut 
mortality limits for C/Ps and CVs. These 

mortality limits are unchanged from the 
proposed 2011 harvest specifications. 

As discussed earlier in this preamble, 
the Rockfish Program will expire in 
December 2011. The Council has 
proposed a new, revised program and 
associated FMP amendment. NMFS is 
developing rulemaking to implement 
the program, if approved by the 
Secretary. The proposed rule and, if 
approved, the final rule for the new 
Rockfish Program will include revised 
groundfish sideboards and halibut 
mortality limits for 2012. Since the 
current Rockfish Program expires at the 
end of 2011, these final harvest 
specifications for groundfish sideboards 
and halibut mortality limits are only for 
2011. 

TABLE 19—FINAL 2011 ROCKFISH PROGRAM HARVEST LIMITS BY SECTOR FOR WYK DISTRICT AND WESTERN 
REGULATORY AREA BY THE CATCHER/PROCESSOR (C/P) AND CATCHER VESSEL (CV) SECTORS 

[Values are rounded to nearest metric ton] 

Area Fishery 
C/P sec-
tor (% of 

TAC) 

CV sector 
(% of 
TAC) 

2011 
TAC 

2011 C/P 
limit 

2011 CV 
limit 

West Yakutat District ......................... Pelagic shelf rockfish ................................... 72.4 1.7 407 295 7 
Pacific ocean perch ..................................... 76.0 2.9 1,937 1,472 56 

Western GOA .................................... Pelagic shelf rockfish ................................... 63.3 0 611 387 0 
Pacific ocean perch ..................................... 61.1 0 2,798 1,710 0 
Northern rockfish ......................................... 78.9 0 2,573 2,030 0 

TABLE 20—FINAL 2011 ROCKFISH PROGRAM HALIBUT MORTALITY LIMITS FOR THE CATCHER/PROCESSOR (C/P) AND 
CATCHER VESSEL (CV) SECTORS 

[Values are rounded to nearest metric ton] 

Sector 

Shallow-water 
complex halibut 
PSC sideboard 

ratio 
(percent) 

Deep-water 
complex halibut 
PSC sideboard 

ratio 
(percent) 

Annual halibut 
mortality limit 

(mt) 

Annual shallow- 
water complex 

halibut PSC 
sideboard limit 

(mt) 

Annual deep-water 
complex halibut 

PSC sideboard limit 
(mt) 

C/P ............................................... 0.54 3.99 2,000 11 80 
CV ................................................ 6.32 1.08 2,000 126 22 

GOA Amendment 80 Vessel Groundfish 
Harvest and PSC Limits 

Amendment 80 to the Fishery 
Management Plan for Groundfish of the 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands 
Management Area (Amendment 80 
program) established a limited access 
privilege program for the non-AFA trawl 
C/P sector. To limit the ability of 
participants eligible for the Amendment 
80 program to expand their harvest 
efforts in the GOA, the Amendment 80 
program established groundfish and 

halibut PSC catch limits for Amendment 
80 program participants. 

Section 679.92 establishes groundfish 
harvesting sideboard limits on all 
Amendment 80 program vessels, other 
than the F/V GOLDEN FLEECE, to 
amounts no greater than the limits 
shown in Table 37 to 50 CFR part 679. 
Under regulations at § 679.92(d), the F/ 
V GOLDEN FLEECE is prohibited from 
directed fishing for pollock, Pacific cod, 
Pacific ocean perch, pelagic shelf 
rockfish, and northern rockfish in the 
GOA. Groundfish sideboard limits for 
Amendment 80 program vessels 

operating in the GOA are based on their 
average aggregate harvests from 1998 to 
2004. Tables 21 and 22 list the final 
2011 and 2012 sideboard limits for 
Amendment 80 program vessels. These 
limits are based on the final 2011 and 
2012 TACs established by this action, 
and thus may differ proportionately 
from the sideboard limits in the 
proposed 2011 and 2012 harvest 
specifications. NMFS will deduct all 
targeted or incidental catch of sideboard 
species made by Amendment 80 
program vessels from the sideboard 
limits in Tables 21 and 22. 
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