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Apportionment of Reserves 

Section 679.20(b)(2) requires NMFS to 
set aside 20 percent of each TAC for 
pollock, Pacific cod, flatfish, squids, 
sharks, octopuses, and sculpins in 
reserves for possible apportionment at a 
later date during the fishing year. In 
2010, NMFS reapportioned all the 
reserves in the final harvest 
specifications. For 2011 and 2012, 
NMFS proposed reapportionment of all 
the reserves in the proposed 2011 and 
2012 harvest specifications published in 
the Federal Register on December 8, 
2010 (75 FR 76352). NMFS did not 
receive any public comments on the 
proposed reapportionments. For the 
final 2011 and 2012 harvest 
specifications, NMFS reapportioned, as 
proposed, all the reserves for pollock, 
Pacific cod, flatfish, squids, sharks, 
octopuses, and sculpins. Specifications 
of TAC shown in Tables 1 and 2 reflect 
reapportionment of reserve amounts for 
these species and species groups. 

Allocations of the Sablefish TAC 
Amounts to Vessels Using Hook-and- 
Line and Trawl Gear 

Section 679.20(a)(4)(i) and (ii) require 
allocations of sablefish TACs for each of 
the regulatory areas and districts to 
hook-and-line and trawl gear. In the 
Western and Central Regulatory Areas, 

80 percent of each TAC is allocated to 
hook-and-line gear, and 20 percent of 
each TAC is allocated to trawl gear. In 
the Eastern Regulatory Area, 95 percent 
of the TAC is allocated to hook-and-line 
gear, and five percent is allocated to 
trawl gear. The trawl gear allocation in 
the Eastern Regulatory Area may only be 
used to support incidental catch of 
sablefish in directed fisheries for other 
target species (§ 679.20(a)(4)(i)). In 
recognition of the trawl ban in the SEO 
District of the Eastern Regulatory Area, 
the Council recommended allocating 
five percent of the combined Eastern 
Regulatory Area sablefish TAC to trawl 
gear in the WYK District and making the 
remainder of the WYK sablefish TAC 
available to vessels using hook-and-line 
gear. NMFS concurs with the Council’s 
recommendation, and, as a result, 
allocates 100 percent of the sablefish 
TAC in the SEO District to vessels using 
hook-and-line gear. This 
recommendation results in an allocation 
of 247 mt to trawl gear and 1,744 mt to 
hook-and-line gear in the WYK District 
in 2011, an allocation of 2,940 mt to 
hook-and-line gear in the SEO District 
in 2011, and 226 mt to trawl gear in the 
WYK District in 2012. Table 3 lists the 
allocations of the 2011 sablefish TACs 
to hook-and-line and trawl gear. Table 4 
lists the allocations of the 2012 sablefish 
TACs to trawl gear. 

The Council recommended that the 
hook-and-line sablefish TAC be 
established annually to ensure that this 
Individual Fishery Quota (IFQ) fishery 
is conducted concurrent with the 
halibut IFQ fishery and is based on the 
most recent sablefish survey 
information. The Council also 
recommended that only a trawl 
sablefish TAC be established for two 
years so that retention of incidental 
catch of sablefish by trawl gear could 
commence in January in the second year 
of the groundfish harvest specifications. 
However, since there is an annual 
assessment for sablefish and the final 
harvest specifications are expected to be 
published before the IFQ season begins 
(typically, early March), the Council 
recommended that the hook-and-line 
sablefish TAC be set on an annual basis, 
rather than for two years, so that the 
best and most recent scientific 
information could be considered in 
establishing the sablefish ABCs and 
TACs. Since sablefish is on bycatch 
status for trawl gear during the entire 
fishing year, and given that fishing for 
groundfish is prohibited prior to January 
20, it is not likely that the trawl 
allocation of sablefish would be reached 
before the effective date of the final 
harvest specifications. 

TABLE 3—FINAL 2011 SABLEFISH TAC SPECIFICATIONS IN THE GOA AND ALLOCATIONS TO HOOK-AND-LINE AND TRAWL 
GEAR 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Area/district TAC Hook-and-line 
allocation 

Trawl 
allocation 

Western ........................................................................................................................................ 1,620 1,296 324 
Central ......................................................................................................................................... 4,740 3,792 948 
West Yakutat 1 ............................................................................................................................. 1,990 1,744 247 
Southeast Outside ....................................................................................................................... 2,940 2,940 0 

Total ...................................................................................................................................... 11,290 9,772 1,519 

1 The trawl allocation is based on allocating five percent of the combined Eastern Regulatory Area (West Yakutat and Southeast Outside com-
bined) sablefish TAC to trawl gear in the West Yakutat District. 

TABLE 4—FINAL 2012 SABLEFISH TAC SPECIFICATIONS IN THE GOA AND ALLOCATION TO TRAWL GEAR 1 
[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Area/district TAC Hook-and-line 
allocation 

Trawl 
allocation 

Western ........................................................................................................................................ 1,484 n/a 297 
Central ......................................................................................................................................... 4,343 n/a 869 
West Yakutat 2 ............................................................................................................................. 1,818 n/a 226 
Southeast Outside ....................................................................................................................... 2,700 n/a 0 

Total ...................................................................................................................................... 10,345 n/a 1,391 

1 The Council recommended that harvest specifications for the hook-and-line gear sablefish Individual Fishing Quota fisheries be limited to one 
year. 

2 The trawl allocation is based on allocating five percent of the combined Eastern Regulatory Area (West Yakutat and Southeast Outside com-
bined) sablefish TAC to trawl gear in the West Yakutat District. 
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