UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Marine Fisheries Service

PO. Box 21668

Juneau, Alaska 99802-1668

April 6, 2009

Sandra Hamann
MWH
1835 S. Bragaw Street, Suite 350
Anchorage, Alaska 99508
RE:  Agency Scoping Request
Girdwood Wastewater Treatment
Facility Improvements

Dear Ms Hamann:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has received your letter requesting information
and scoping comments regarding the proposed improvements to the Girdwood Wastewater
Treatment Facility (GWWTF). NMFS offers the following general information regarding
requirements of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), and the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)
provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (Magnuson-
Stevens Act), as well as comments on the specific proposal to upgrade the Girdwood Wastewater
Treatment Facility.

Threatened and Endangered Species

Section 7(a)(2) of the ESA directs federal interagency cooperation “to insure that any action
authorized, funded, or carried out by such agency is not likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of any endangered species or threatened species” or result in the destruction or adverse
modification of critical habitat. NMFS is responsible for the administration of the ESA as it
applies to listed cetaceans, pinnipeds, fish, and reptiles (sea turtles) in Alaska. Further
information on NMFS ESA species can be found at
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/esa_species.htm

Endangered Species

NMEFS designates those species or distinct stocks of species, which are in jeopardy of extinction
as endangered under the ESA. An endangered species is defined in the law as “any species,
which is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range.” Marine
mammal species occurring in Alaska currently listed as endangered under the ESA include, blue,
bowhead, fin, humpback, North Pacific right, sei, and sperm whales, the Cook Inlet beluga
whale, and Steller sea lion (western stock, west of 144 degrees w. longitude). The endangered
leatherback turtle is uncommon but recorded in the Gulf of Alaska. All other marine turtles are
rare or “casual visitors” to Alaskan waters.

Threatened Species

Similar to an endangered species, a threatened species (under the ESA) is “any species which is
likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future throughout all or a
significant portion of its range”. The only marine mammal species occurring in Alaska currently
listed as threatened under the ESA is the Steller sea lion (eastern stock, east of 144 degrees w.
longitude). ‘
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Essential Fish Habitat

Under Section 305(b)(2) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, federal agencies are required to consult
with the Secretary of Commerce on any action that may adversely affect EFH. EFH is
designated in waters used by anadromous salmon and marine fish and invertebrates under
NMF'S’ jurisdiction. Five fishery management plans exist for fisheries in Alaska. They cover
groundfish in the Gulf of Alaska, groundfish in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands, crab in the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands, and salmon and scallops statewide. Please visit our web site at
http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/habitat for additional information on managed species and their EFH.

Project-Specific Information

The scoping request presents a proposal for the design and re-construction of a new wastewater
facility to upgrade the existing facility with more advanced bioreactor technology and ultraviolet
disinfection systems. NMFS currently has no ESA or EFH concerns with any aspect of the
proposed project as described. However, we would appreciate the opportunity to remain involved
in the development of this project to learn more about current treatment technologies and
implementation costs.

We hope the information provided is useful in fulfilling your requirements under the ESA and
the Magnuson-Stevens Act. Please direct any questions regarding endangered species to Mr.
Brad Smith at (907) 271-3023, and questions regarding EFH to Mr. Douglas Limpinsel at (907)
271-6379.

Sincerely,

Robert D. Mecum
"(Administrator, Alaska Region

cc: Bob.Elder@us.mwhglobal.com
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