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NMFS EXTENDS STELLER SEA LI ON PROTECTI ON MEASURES
FOR THE POLLOCK B AND C SEASON FI SHERI ES OFF ALASKA

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has extended
energency Steller sea lion protection neasures for the poll ock
fisheries off Al aska, according to Steven Pennoyer,

Adm ni strator, Al aska Region, NMFS. This energency rule
extensi on was recommended by the North Pacific Fishery
Managenment Council (Council). The emergency rul e extension
was filed for public inspection at the Office of the Federal
Regi ster on July 15, 1999 and will be effective July 19, 1999,
t hrough Decenber 31, 1999. The purpose of this bulletinis to
provi de additional notice of the energency rul e extension.
This bulletin is for informational purposes only. Do not rely
on it to guide you in conpliance with the regul atory changes.

ORI Gl NAL EMERGENCY RULE

NMFS publ i shed an enmergency interimrule inplenmenting
reasonabl e and prudent alternatives in the Federal Register on
January 22, 1999 (64 FR 3437), anended on February 17, 1999
(64 FR 7814) and February 25, 1999 (64 FR 9375), and effective
t hrough July 19, 1999. The preanble to the original enmergency
interimrule provides a detail ed description of the purpose
and need for the action. This emergency rul e extension
revises the original energency rule and anends the 1999 Beri ng
Sea and Al euti an |Islands Managenent Area (BSAI) final harvest
specifications (64 FR 12103) published on March 11, 1999.

Thi s extension does not revise conservation nmeasures

i npl enented for the pollock fishery in the Western and Centra
Regul atory Areas of the Gulf of Alaska (WC GOA).

REVI SI ONS TO THE EMERGENCY RULE

This action makes the following two changes to the original
enmergency rule: (1) a correction to the nothership B/ C season
dates, and (2) the addition of spatial dispersion nmeasures to
l[imt critical habitat/catcher vessel operation area (CH CVOA)
catch. The original emergency rule contained incorrect B and
C season harvest dates for the nothership sector. The
energency rule has been corrected to conport with the



Council's Decenmber 1998 recommendati on for a combined B/ C
season from Septenmber 1 through Novenber 1. This energency
rul e extension also revises the original rule to include
overall CH/ CVOA catch limts of 25%in the B season and 35% in
the C season. These catch percentages are achi eved using an
al l ocation formula recommended by the Council that excludes
the catcher/processor (C/P) and nothership sectors fromthe
CH CVOA during the B and C seasons, and proportionally reduces
t he CH CVOA catch percentages for the inshore and CDQ sectors
to achieve the overall B and C season catch objectives. The
inshore sector has a CHHCVOA |imt of 45 percent during the B
season and 63 percent during the C season. The CDQ sector has
a CHHCVOA limt of 56 percent for its conbined B/ C season.

POLLOCK SEASON DATES AND CH/ CVOA SECTOR ALLOCATI ONS FOR THE
SECOND HALF OF 1999

The enmergency rule as extended provides the foll ow ng season
dates and CH/ CVOA Iimts for the second half of 1999.

| NSHORE ( BSAI)

B season: Aug. 1 - Sep. 15 (45% i nside CH CVOA)
C season: Sep. 15 - Nov. 1 (63% i nside CH CVOA

C/ P SECTOR (BSAI)

B season: Aug. 1 - Sept. 15 (no fishing in CH CVOA)
C season: Sep. 15 - Nov. 1 (no fishing in CH CVOA)

MOTHERSHI P ( BSAI)

B/ C season: Sept. 1 - Nov. 1 (no fishing in CH CVOA)
CDQ SECTOR ( BSAIl)

B/ C season: Apr. 15 - Dec. 31 (56% i nside CH CVOA)
W C GOA (Areas 610 - 630)

C season: Sep. 1 - TAC attai nment
D season: 5 days after C season closure - Nov. 1

Note that the D season for 610, 620, and 630 will likely start
on different dates because the start date of the D season in



each area is a sliding date that
of the C season in that area.

is 5 days after the closure

REVI SED 1999 SPECI FI CATI ONS

The specification of CH CVOA catch Iimts in the B and C
seasons in the extension of this enmergency rule require
revision of the 1999 final harvest specifications of pollock
TAC for the Bering Sea Subarea. Table 3 of the 1999 BSAI

final harvest specifications (64 FR 12103, March 11, 1999)
listed CH CVOA catch Ilimts for the Al and A2 seasons.

However, CH/ CVOA catch |limts were not specified for the B and
C seasons. To accommdate these new CHH CVOA |imts for Bering
Sea Subarea pollock under the revised enmergency rule, the 1999
BSAlI final harvest specifications were amended by adding the
following table 3A

Tabl e 3A. FINAL 1999 TAC AMOUNTS FOR B AND C SEASON POLLOCK I N
THE BERI NG SEA SUBAREA

B Season C Season
sector Tot al CH CVOA | Total CH CVOA
Limt Limt
Beri ng Sea Subarea
| nshor e 125, 885 56, 648 125, 885 79, 307
Of f shore C/ Ps 100, 708 0 100, 708 0
Catch by C/ Ps 92, 148 0 92, 148 0
Catch by C/ Vs 8, 560 0 8, 560 0
Sec. 504 0 504 0
208(e) (21)
vessel s
Mot her shi p? 50, 354 0 n/ a n/ a
I nci dental Catch n/ a n/ a n/ a n/ a
CDQ* 54, 560 30, 554 n/ a n/ a

The not hership and CDQ sectors have a conbi ned

and CH/CVOA catch |

B/ C season




