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Jannary 27, 2009

Mr. Exic Olson, Chair M. Doug Mecum, Regional Admigiéiafop..

North Pacific Fishary Management Couneil NOAA Fisheries, Alaska Region %

605 W, Fourth Avenus, Suite 306 709 W. Ninth Streat ¥
Anchmm AK 99501-2252 Juneso, AK 99802-1668 e o )
RE: Salmon Byeatch in the Bering Sea Pollock Flshery _ g

Dear Mr. Olson and Mr. Mecum: S

Collectively, we have submitted dozens of letters and testified on sumerous occasions over the
yoars to cxpress our concerns about salmon bycatch in the Bering Sea pollock fishery.
Currently, it is our understanding that in-the-water regulations to control salmon bycatch, if there
ere any, would not be enactad until 2011. The purpose of this latter is to help you hasten your
rulc-making by clearly articulating our position on key points, in particular the critical
importance of implementing a hard salmonbyumhcapandestablishmzaoommvhmm
salmon rescarch and management program.

First and foremost, the North Pacific Pishery Mansgament Council NPFMC) and the Nationsl
Marine Fisheries Sexvice (NMFS) must teke immediate action to minimize the wastefil bycatch
of Chinook szlmon in the groundfish fisherias that you manage. We strongly urge you to sctan
absolute limit, a hard cap, to the number of Chinook salmon that can be killed annually by the
Beting Sea pollock fishcry, For the Bering Sea pollock fishery, we believe the Chinock hard cap
should be no greater than 32,500, and wa suppart the Alasks Fedaration of Natives (AFN)
Resohution 08-17 to establish an anmual hard bycatch cap of 10 more than 30,000 Chinook
salmon, based in part on the 2009 Alaska Department of Fish and Game Yukon Rivex Chisook
salrmon forecast and the US-Canada treaty obligations undec the Pacific Salmon Treaty.

Setting an annual hard byeatch cap of no more than 32,500 Chinook salmaon is a first step. The
goal must be to further minimize and reduce salmon bycatch. Thus, the Chinook bycatch cap
lhotﬂdbeadaohmngup,mbjocttomwmewforﬂnmuntbywhichﬂmupsboﬂd'be
decreased. This review should include information on escapement goals and success in meeting
those gouls, reports on the status of subsistence, commercial and personal use salmon harvests,
updates on the stock-of-origin of the bycatch, and new insights in ocesn rescarch.

The challenge of managing salmon bycatch exemplifics the need to develop and fand ¢
camprehensive research program to adaptively manage ralmon at all life-stages, This gravel-to-
gravel research plan which would emphasize hiring and development of local expertise would
include commitnity-based salmon research like habitat assegsments, integration of traditional
knowiedge, in-river and ocean sampling for genetic stock identification, and the temporal and
spatisl use of ocean habitat,
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~_ _Further, regarding the pollock industry’s proposal for intemally-managed programs to control
salmon byecatch, we do not suppont any program that ellowa for the taking of any more than
32,500 Chinook salmon. mmlmmmbmmmhmtmof
treasparenay, public participation, sclentific figor and management oversight and offer no
assurance that salmon byeatch will be reduced. We recognize that there are a vatiety of
programs — including incentive programs, gear modifications, and time and area closures - that
may have promise for managing bycstch, but all must operate under an annual herd cap of no
more than 32,500 Chinook salmon with annusl review as above for declining bycatch -
allowances, Finally, under po circomstances should NMFS and the Council imply or confer
ovmership rights of the Chinook saimon resource to the pollock fleet. '

11 summary, we support action to:

1, Immediately sstablish a hard bycateh cap no greator than 32,500 Chinook salman,
snd preferably as low as the Alaska Foderation of Natives (AFN) Resolution 08-17
to establish sn annntal hard bycatch cap of no more than 30,000 Chinook salmon

for the Bering Sea pollock fishary.

2 En!ln“mehmdmnotmnfermﬂlcpdb&ﬂutmmhboﬂwdw
right to take aalmon,

3. Dovelop sud secure fanding for a comprehensive salmon gravel-to-gravel rescarch
* plan to sapport management needs. This plan must includs comnrunity-based
ressarch initiatives as well as idantification of the stock-of-origin and age of all
Cb.lnookulnonuughtabyutch ‘

4. Smndequtofn;dﬂamarehuﬂdlngmdmuhablamtnookunpemnt

_through comprehensive mansgement and co-managemant of salmon by managing
for all life-stages of salmon from in-river to estuary to ocean and return.

5. Mandste sppropriate consultation with Alaskan tribai governments and
" organizations on resource issues affecting Alaska Natives,

Myron Naneng Melanie Edwards on behalf of
President, Association of Loretta Bullard
Village Council Presidents President, Kawerak Ine.
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