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logbooks. Critical habitat limits will
distribute the affected fisheries over
area.

1. BSAI Pollock Seasons and Critical
Habitat Limits

Fishing for pollock in the BSAI during
the first half of 2001 will be conducted
in the same manner as in 2000. This
emergency rule will continue to prohibit
directed fishing for pollock in the
Aleutian Islands subarea (AI). Fishing
seasons also are continued for the four
sectors of the Bering Sea pollock fishery
that are defined in the AFA. These
fishing seasons are summarized in Table
1.

This emergency rule extends the
repeal of the ‘‘fair start’’ provisions that
required vessels fishing for pollock in
the Bering Sea to cease fishing for
groundfish during the week preceding
each pollock season or face a mandatory
stand-down period during the first week
of the pollock season. The Council
determined that these fair start
requirements were no longer necessary
given the changes to the pollock fishery
that occurred under the AFA.

The biological opinion notes that in
order to maximize protection of Steller
sea lion pups and juveniles, at least 50
percent of critical habitat should be
closed to pollock, Pacific cod, and Atka
mackerel fishing and that closed areas
must provide for the statistical design of
a monitoring program that will evaluate
the effectiveness of protection measures.
This emergency rule also will extend

the use of the Steller sea lion
conservation area (SCA) established by
the emergency rule published January
25, 2000 (65 FR 3892). However, these
are only adequate as part of an overall
phase-in approach that will implement
the full closure scenario (or an equally
effective alternative approach)
contemplated by the RPA in the 2000
biological opinion by 2002. The SCA
includes the portion of Bering Sea
critical habitat known as the Bogoslof
foraging area and the portion of the
Catcher Vessel Operational Area
(CVOA) that extends eastward from the
Bogoslof foraging area. This eastern
block of the CVOA overlaps with the
pollock trawl exclusion zone for Sea
Lion Rocks (Amak Island). Inclusion of
this eastern block in the SCA is
necessary to provide sufficient
protection from concentrated fishing
and resulting localized depletions of sea
lion prey in (1) the narrow corridor
between the Bogoslof foraging area and
the Sea Lion Rocks (Amak Island) trawl
exclusion zone and (2) the adjacent
portions of critical habitat.

The SCA consists of the area of the
Bering Sea between 170°00′ W longitude
and 163°00′ W longitude, south of
straight lines connecting the following
points in the order listed:
55°00′ N lat 170°00′ W long.;
55°00′ N lat 168°00′ W long.;
55°30′ N lat 168°00′ W long.;
55°30′ N lat 166°00′ W long.;
56°00′ N lat 166°00′ W long.;
56°00′ N lat 163°00′ W long.

This emergency rule specifies the
amount of the annual total allowable
catch (TAC), that can be taken from the
SCA in each season listed in Table 1.
The TAC is equal to the sum of each
sector’s directed fishing allowance
(DFA) plus the incidental catch
allowance (ICA). This amount is capped
at the harvest amounts authorized for
2000 until the full RPA is implemented
in 2002. Effectively, the SCA allocations
using the 2000 TACs is 149,208 mt
higher than under the full RPA.
Although the 2000 harvest levels were
based on specified percentages of the
2000 pollock TAC, the 2001 SCA
harvest limits are established as the
actual 2000 harvest limit in metric tons.
The pollock SCA harvest limit specified
for each industry sector is further
apportioned to the fishing seasons
identified in Table 1 according to the
percentages set out in the emergency
rule published in the Federal Register
on January 25, 2000 (65 FR 3892). As a
result, each sector’s 2001 seasonal
harvest limit in the SCA is unchanged
from the tonnage level specified for
2000, except to the extent that NMFS
adjusts the ICA (See Part II and
§ 679.22(a)(11)(iv)(E)(1) for specific
amounts in metric tons). Further, the
increase in the Bering Sea pollock TAC
in 2001 from 2000, which occurred
because more pollock is available for
harvest in 2001, will be harvested
outside the SCA. This action is taken to
further ensure adequate prey resources
inside critical habitat.

TABLE 1.—BERING SEA SUBAREA POLLOCK FISHING SEASONS FOR ALL SECTORS

Bering Sea subarea—
Season

A B C D

Outside the SCA 1 ................. January 20–June 10 (combined A/B season) June 10–November 1 (combined C/D season)

Inside the SCA ...................... Jan. 20–April 1 .................... April 1–June 10 ................... June 10–Aug. 20 ................. Aug. 20–Nov. 11

1 For the area outside the SCA, there will be two seasonal pairs, A/B and C/D, that are allocated the annual Bering Sea subarea directed fish-
ing allowance by sector.

NMFS will monitor catch by each
industry sector and close the SCA to
directed fishing for pollock by sector
when NMFS determines that the
specified SCA limit has been reached. In
accordance with the Council’s intent to
address small vessel safety concerns,
inshore catcher vessels less than or
equal to 99 ft (30.2 m) LOA will
continue to be exempt from SCA
closures during the fall and winter
months unless the cap for the inshore
sector has been reached. Under the
authority of the AFA, NMFS will
separate the inshore fishery into
cooperative and non-cooperative sector

allocations. For each sector, NMFS will
announce the closure of the SCA to
catcher vessels over 99 ft (30.2 m) LOA
before the inshore sector SCA limit is
reached. NMFS will implement the
closure in a manner intended to leave
remaining quota within the SCA that is
sufficient to support directed fishing for
pollock by vessels less than or equal to
99 ft (30.2 m) LOA for the duration of
the inshore sector opening. This
measure will be implemented only
during the A, B, and D seasons because
of Council’s intent to address vessel
safety concerns during these time
periods of severe weather.

Over harvest and under harvest of
SCA amounts may be ‘‘rolled over’’ from
the A season SCA limit to the B season
SCA limit so that no single season
exceeds 15 percent of the annual TAC,
and that the combined A/B limit inside
the SCA of 20 percent is not exceeded.

2. BSAI Atka Mackerel Seasons and
Critical Habitat Limits

As required by P.L. 106–554, fishing
for Atka mackerel in the BSAI during
the first half of the 2001 will be
conducted as specified in current
regulations. As such, critical habitat
limits in the western and central
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