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TABLE 15.—2005 AND 2006 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL PROHIBITED SPECIES CATCH SIDEBOARD 
LIMITS FOR THE BSAI 1—Continued

[Amounts are in metric tons] 

PSC species Target fishery category 2 

Ratio of 
1995–1997 
AFA CV re-
tained catch 
to total re-

tained catch 

2005 and 
2006 PSC 

limit 

2005 and 
2006 AFA 

catcher ves-
sel PSC 

sideboard 
limit 

Pollock/Atka mackerel/other species .............................................. 0.0227 17,224 391 
C. bairdi ...................................... Pacific cod ...................................................................................... 0.6183 324,176 200,438 
Zone 2 3 ...................................... Yellowfin sole .................................................................................. 0.1144 1,788,459 204,600 

Rock sole/flathead sole/other flatfish 5 0.2841 596,154 169,367 
Pollock/Atka mackerel/other species .............................................. 0.0227 27,473 624 
Rockfish .......................................................................................... 0.0245 10,988 269 

1 Halibut amounts are in metric tons of halibut mortality. Crab amounts are in numbers of animals. 
2 Target fishery categories are defined in regulation at § 679.21(e)(3)(iv). 
3 Refer to § 679.2 for definitions of areas. 
4 In December 2004, the Council recommended that red king crab bycatch for trawl fisheries within the RKCSS be limited to 35 percent of the 

total allocation to the rock sole/flathead sole/‘‘other flatfish’’ fishery category (see § 679.21(e)(3)(ii)(B)). 
5 ‘‘Other flatfish’’ for PSC monitoring includes all flatfish species, except for halibut (a prohibited species), Greenland turbot, rock sole, yellowfin 

sole, arrowtooth flounder. 

Sideboard Directed Fishing Closures 

AFA Catcher/Processor and Catcher 
Vessel Sideboard Closures 

The Regional Administrator has 
determined that many of the AFA 
catcher/processor and catcher vessel 
sideboard limits listed in Tables 16 and 
17 are necessary as incidental catch to 

support other anticipated groundfish 
fisheries for the 2005 fishing year. In 
accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(iv), the 
Regional Administrator establishes the 
sideboard limits listed in Tables 16 and 
17 as directed fishing allowances. The 
Regional Administrator finds that many 
of these directed fishing allowances will 
be reached before the end of the year. 

Therefore, in accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing by listed AFA catcher/
processors for the species in the 
specified areas set out in Table 16 and 
directed fishing by non-exempt AFA 
catcher vessels for the species in the 
specified areas set out in Table 17.

TABLE 16.—2005 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT LISTED CATCHER/PROCESSOR SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1 
[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Species Area Gear types 
2005 

Sideboard 
limit 

2006 
Sideboard 

limit 

Sablefish trawl ................................................................ BS ...................................... Trawl .................................. 17 16 
AI ........................................ Trawl .................................. 0 0 

Rock sole ........................................................................ BSAI ................................... all ....................................... 1,305 1,284 
Greenland turbot ............................................................. BS ...................................... all ....................................... 16 15 

AI ........................................ all ....................................... 3 4 
Arrowtooth flounder ........................................................ BSAI ................................... all ....................................... 20 20 
Pacific ocean perch ........................................................ BS ...................................... all ....................................... 2 2 

Eastern AI .......................... all ....................................... 57 57 
Central AI ........................... all ....................................... 3 3 
Western AI ......................... all ....................................... 19 19 

Northern rockfish ............................................................ BSAI ................................... all ....................................... 32 32 
Shortraker rockfish .......................................................... BSAI ................................... all ....................................... 10 10 
Rougheye rockfish .......................................................... BSAI ................................... all ....................................... 4 4 
Other rockfish ................................................................. BS ...................................... all ....................................... 12 12 

AI ........................................ all ....................................... 14 14 
Squid ............................................................................... BSAI ................................... all ....................................... 24 24 
‘‘Other species’’ .............................................................. BSAI ................................... all ....................................... 197 199 

1 Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to CFR part 679. 

TABLE 17.—2005 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1 
[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Species Area Gear types 
2005 

Sideboard 
limit 

2006 
Sideboard 

limit 

Pacific cod ...................................................................... BSAI ................................... hook-and-line ..................... 0 0 
BSAI ................................... pot ...................................... 9 9 
BSAI ................................... jig ....................................... 0 0 

Sablefish ......................................................................... BS ...................................... trawl ................................... 94 89 
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TABLE 17.—2005 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES 1—Continued
[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Species Area Gear types 
2005 

Sideboard 
limit 

2006 
Sideboard 

limit 

AI ........................................ trawl ................................... 36 35 
Atka mackerel ................................................................. Eastern AI/BS .................... jig ....................................... 0 0 

Eastern AI/BS .................... other ................................... 20 20 
Central AI ........................... all ....................................... 4 4 
Western AI ......................... all ....................................... 0 0 

Greenland Turbot ............................................................ BS ...................................... all ....................................... 148 137 
AI ........................................ all ....................................... 14 17 

Arrowtooth flounder ........................................................ BSAI ................................... all ....................................... 704 704 
Pacific ocean perch ........................................................ BS ...................................... all ....................................... 119 119 

Eastern AI .......................... all ....................................... 22 22 
Central AI ........................... all ....................................... 7 7 
Western AI ......................... all ....................................... 0 0 

Northern rockfish ............................................................ BSAI ................................... all ....................................... 39 39 
Shortraker rockfish .......................................................... BSAI ................................... all ....................................... 2 2 
Rougheye rockfish .......................................................... BSAI ................................... all ....................................... 1 1 
Other rockfish ................................................................. BS ...................................... all ....................................... 2 5 

AI ........................................ all ....................................... 5 5 
Squid ............................................................................... BSAI ................................... all ....................................... 415 415 
‘‘Other species’’ .............................................................. BSAI ................................... all ....................................... 1,334 1,343 

1 Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to CFR part 679. 

Response to Comments 
NMFS received 3 letters of comment 

in response to the proposed 2005 and 
2006 harvest specifications. These 
letters contained 17 separate comments 
that are summarized and responded to 
below. 

Comment 1: The Council has yet to 
take any action on the review of the 
‘‘Scientific Review of the Harvest 
Strategy Currently Used in the BSAI and 
GOA Groundfish Fishery Management 
Plans.’’ The Council’s current approach 
to setting catch rates results in rates that 
are too high for rockfish.

Response: The report referred to in 
the comment is:
Goodman, Daniel, Marc Mangel, Graeme 

Parkes, Terry Quinn, Victor 
Restrepo, Tony Smith, Kevin 
Stokes. 2002. ‘‘Scientific Review of 
the Harvest Strategy Currently Used 
in the BSAI and GOA Groundfish 
Fishery Management Plans.’’ 
Prepared for the North Pacific 
Fishery Management Council. 
November 21, 2002.

Evaluation of fishery management 
strategies has been an ongoing research 
activity of the NMFS, Alaska Fisheries 
Science Center (AFSC) for years. Most 
recently, the Programmatic 
Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (PSEIS) for the BSAI and 
GOA Groundfish FMPs devoted 
thousands of pages to evaluate both 
current and alternative fishery 
management strategies. A working 
group (WG) has been established to 
ensure the fisheries are managed based 
on the best available science, and tasked 

with continuing and expanding the 
AFSC’s research in the area of 
management strategy evaluation (MSE). 
MSE research is ongoing and the WG is 
expected to make significant 
advancements in this area over the next 
few years. The GOA SAFE report (page 
387) evaluated the harvest strategy used 
in the rockfish assessments with 
particular attention given to the 
consideration of the harvest rates for 
rockfish because of their ‘‘low 
productivity’’ (Goodman et al. 2002). 
The evaluation indicated that the 
harvest strategy is sufficiently 
conservative. The stock assessments are 
updated annually and adjustments will 
be made if new data indicates a 
downturn in the fishery populations. 
Also, the rockfish section of the SSC’s 
minutes from the December 2004 
Council meeting states, ‘‘The SSC 
appreciates the attention given by the 
SAFE authors and the Plan Teams to the 
recommendations that the SSC made 
last year regarding the ‘‘F40 report’’ by 
Goodman et al., the contributions to 
stock productivity of older female 
rockfish, local depletion, and the effects 
of disaggregation of the ABCs.’’ At the 
February 2005 Council meeting, a 
discussion paper on rockfish 
management will be presented by 
Council staff. Also, the Council includes 
ecosystem research information in an 
ecosystem considerations appendix to 
the SAFE reports. 

Comment 2: The EA fails to provide 
the public with a full and fair analysis 
of the consequence of implementing the 
FMPs; and there is no FMP level 

environmental impact statement (EIS) 
that evaluates the effects of authorizing 
fishing pursuant to the FMPs. 

Response: Pursuant to NEPA, NMFS 
prepared an EA for this action. The EA 
comprehensively analyzes the potential 
impacts of the 2005 and 2006 harvest 
specifications and provides the 
evidence to decide whether an agency 
must prepare an EIS. The analysis in the 
EA supports a finding of no significant 
impact on the human environment as a 
result of the 2005 and 2006 final harvest 
specifications. Therefore, an EIS is not 
required. 

Comment 3: The commentor is 
concerned about the serious limitations 
and disappointed about the insufficient 
action taken regarding the Improved 
Retention/Improved Utilization (IR/IU) 
program. 

Response: This action does not 
address IR/IU. In 1998, Groundfish FMP 
Amendments 49/49 were implemented, 
requiring 100 percent retention of all 
pollock and Pacific cod in all fisheries, 
regardless of gear type. This provided 
incentives for fishermen to avoid 
catching these species if they were not 
targeted, and also required that they be 
retained for processing if they were 
caught. An overall minimum groundfish 
retention standard was approved by the 
Council in June 2003, with increasing 
retention standards being phased in 
starting in 2005. NMFS is preparing a 
proposed rule based on the Council 
recommendations. Concurrently, the 
Council is developing a program that 
allows sectors targeting flatfish species 
in the BSAI to form fishery 
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